
Mid-point Exercise: 

 

Purpose: organize learning thus far; apply learning to create an initial evaluation of the 

US pandemic response in 2020 

 

Procedure:  

 

-Clarify for students: a complete national response evaluation will take place at the end 

of this series. Today, this exercise, we are focusing only on state responses. 

 

-Set the stage for the task: 

Given everything you know about initial messaging--cleanliness and social 

distancing; 

Given everything you have discussed on global, national, and personal 

responsibility; 

Given everything you have learned about data, slogans, forums, and information 

overload; 

Given all that was considered in demographics; 

Given all our discussions on conflict; 

Research 3 state responses.  

→ Provide an outline of the (state you are in) along with an overview of 

their COVID-19 response.  

→ Provide an outline of (states chosen) along with an overview of their 

COVID-19 responses.  

→ Use the outlines created, the research conducted, and the comparison of 

those 3 states to rate them in terms of their efficacy. 

 

-Parameters for the assignment and evaluation: 

● Select 3 states: the one that you are currently learning in, a border state, and a 

state in another region of the US (ex. Those in South Carolina, would compare 

themselves to either North Carolina or Georgia, and then compare themselves to 

a state not in the South).. 

● Provide basic state statistics: estimated 2020 population, a few statistical points 

on population, 3 biggest money-makers for the state, Governor at the time (and 

other notable state leaders). 

● Find a graph documenting confirmed cases and death rates for each 

state--January 20, 2020-April 20, 2020 (initial evaluation means looking at their 

initial situation). 

● Give a definitive date for quarantine/state shutdown (if there was one). 
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● Provide information on campaigns, slogans, or initiatives related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

● Provide 5 unique considerations and/or problems your designated states had 

during COVID-19. 

● Provide specialized responses--if any. 

○ Did any of your states create targeted outreach programs? 

○ Did any of your states create or enter into an alliance? 

○ Did any of your states partner with a company or another entity? 

● Reference the demographics chart. Pick at least one from each of the 5 columns. 

Research if any of these demographics faced added grievance, received added 

support, or were forgotten. 

 

Immigrants Children <18 Seniors >65 Homeless Incarcerated 

Women LGBT+ Disabled AAPI Veterans 

International 

Students 

Immuno- 

compromised 

Essential 

Workers 

Nursing Home 

Residents 

Black/African-

American 

Foster Youth Latinx Indigenous Farm Laborers Single Parents 

Healthcare 

Workers 

Millennials 

(~25-40 yrs 

old) 

Non-native 

English 

speakers 

Rural 

Residents 

Pregnant 

Patients & 

Families 

 

● Determine each states’ efficacy on a scale of 1-5.  

○ 1 being horrific/a failure 

○ 3 being okay 

○ 5 being a model for the nation 

● Efficacy is defined as the ability to produce an intended result 

○ In terms of a pandemic the intended results are (generally):  

→ a population that understands and adheres to public health 

recommendations 

→ a robust response to public health demands  

→ a population that is calm 

→ a targeted plan that is communicated to the state 

→ a plan that anticipates and responds to non-public health needs  

(ex. mortgages/rents, unemployment, job protection & creation, 

mental health, etc.) 

→ a plan that adjusts course as needed 
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→ a plan that unifies a state/communities 

→ a plan that considers and includes all of its demographics 

→ a state that models concepts of global and national responsibility 

 

*Notes:  

→ Alaska and Hawaii have no border states. Provide a “border” state in terms of 

similarity. For instance, much of Hawaii’s economy is dependent on tourism, compare 

Hawaii’s response to another state heavily reliant on tourism (best recommendation: 

Nevada). Alaska had an estimated population of 700,000 in 2019, compare it to another 

state with the same number of people (best recommendation: North Dakota). Then, 

whatever state is chosen as their “border” state, pick as their third state, one in a 

different region. 

 

→ US territories should compare themselves to another territory and any state of their 

choosing. 
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SEPARATED NOTES FOR DISPLAY: 

 

 

 

 

TASK 

Given everything you know about initial messaging--cleanliness and social 

distancing; 

 

Given everything you have discussed on global, national, and personal 

responsibility; 

 

Given everything you have learned about data, slogans, forums, and information 

overload; 

 

Given all that was considered in demographics; 

 

Given all our discussions on conflict; 

 

Research 3 state responses.  

→ Provide an outline of the (state you are in) along with an overview of 

their COVID-19 response.  

→ Provide an outline of (states chosen) along with an overview of their 

COVID-19 responses.  

→ Use the outline created, the research conducted, and the comparison of 

those 3 states to rate them in terms of their efficacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camacho: COVID-19 Curriculum--Mid-point Exercise 4 



PARAMETERS: 

● Select 3 states: the one that you are currently learning in, a border state, and a 

state in another region of the US (ex. Those in South Carolina, would compare 

themselves to either North Carolina or Georgia, and then compare themselves to 

a state not in the South).  

● Provide basic state statistics: estimated 2020 population, a few statistical points 

on population, 3 biggest money-makers for the state, Governor at the time (and 

other notable state leaders) 

● Find a graph documenting confirmed cases and death rates for each 

state--January 20, 2020-April 20, 2020 (initial evaluation means looking at their 

initial situation) 

● Give a definitive date for quarantine/state shutdown (if there was one). 

● Provide information on campaigns, slogans, or initiatives related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

● Provide 5 unique considerations and/or problems your designated states had 

during COVID-19. 

● Provide specialized responses--if any. 

○ Did any of your states create targeted outreach programs? 

○ Did any of your states create or enter into an alliance? 

○ Did any of your states partner with a company or another entity? 

● Reference the demographics chart. Pick at least one from each of the 5 columns. 

Research if any of these demographics faced added grievance, received added 

support, or were forgotten. 

Immigrants Children <18 Seniors >65 Homeless Incarcerated 

Women LGBT+ Disabled AAPI Veterans 

International 

Students 

Immuno- 

compromised 

Essential 

Workers 

Nursing Home 

Residents 

Black/African-

American 

Foster Youth Latinx Indigenous Farm Laborers Single Parents 

Healthcare 

Workers 

Millennials 

(~25-40 yrs 

old) 

Non-native 

English 

speakers 

Rural 

Residents 

Pregnant 

Patients & 

Families 

 

● Determine each states’ efficacy on a scale of 1-5.  

○ 1 being horrific/a failure 

○ 3 being okay 

○ 5 being a model for the nation 
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EFFICACY:  

 

 

● Efficacy is defined as the ability to produce an intended result 

○ In terms of a pandemic the intended results are (generally):  

→ a population that understands and adheres to public health 

recommendations 

→ a robust response to public health demands  

→ a population that is calm 

→ a targeted plan that is communicated to the state 

→ a plan that anticipates and responds to non-public health needs  

(ex. mortgages/rents, unemployment, job protection & creation, 

mental health, etc.) 

→ a plan that adjusts course as needed 

→ a plan that unifies a state/communities 

→ a plan that considers and includes all of its demographics 

→ a state that models concepts of global and national responsibility 
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Purchase: 

Times are tough and developing quality lesson plans is an arduous task; therefore, I am 

not selling this item. 

 

If you feel inspired, thankful, or want to contribute please direct donations to my PayPal 

account: covid19curriculum@gmail.com 

 

Positive reviews and astute commentary are highly appreciated as well. 

 

Insightful feedback can be directed to covid19curriculum@gmail.com though I cannot 

promise I will be able to write back or make adjustments--remember this is not a 

product set in stone, it is not a product that can be done, as is, in every learning 

situation across the US. This product is meant as a suggested set of plans; it’s a guide 

not a script. 

 

Thank you for reading and I hope this helps! 
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