
Week 2: Responsibility 

 

--- 

Week 2, Lesson 1: Global Responsibility 

 

Purpose/BIG Question: the world does not revolve around one country; the US is 

reliant on other countries; we are global citizens, so what responsibilities do we have as 

a nation and global citizens during a global event? 

 

Procedure: 

-Have students answer the following with a yes or no, and ONE reason why:  

● A disease is running rampant in Vietnam, should the US offer assistance? 

● A disease is running rampant in Mexico, should the US offer assistance? 

● A disease is running rampant in France, should the US offer assistance? 

● A disease is running rampant in Brazil, should the US offer assistance? 

● A disease is running rampant in Ghana, should the US offer assistance? 

 

-Allow students to share answers in partners and groups.  

-Come back as a class for whole-group discussion. 

-Discuss: 

● Discuss whether proximity factored into their answers. 

● Discuss whether location factored into their answers. 

● Discuss whether our relationship with the country factored into their answers. 

● Discuss whether students needed or wanted more information about each 

country. 

 

-Revisit each country and add the following: 

● Vietnam--in 2017 the Census showed that the population of people with 

Vietnamese descent was 2 million; one of the largest imports from Vietnam is 

footwear 

● Mexico--in 2018 it was estimated that the population of people with Mexican 

ancestry was 37 million; we share a border with Mexico; in 2018 Mexico was the 

2nd largest supplier of goods to the US  

● France--France has been ranked in the top 15 for the amount of trade with the US 

(goods like oil, vinegar, wine, perfume are among some of the top imports) 

● Brazil--Brazil has been ranked in the top 15 for the amount of trade with the US 

(goods like coffee, fruits, vegetables are among some of the top imports) 

● Ghana--Ghana has been ranked in the top 100 for the amount of trade with the 

US (goods include minerals, wood, and knit apparel are top imports) 
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-Discuss: 

● Did these details provide added weight to students’ decisions? 

● Are/Were these details needed to make a decision? 

● Is helping other countries dependent on factors besides moral and ethical 

obligations, or even economic interests? 

 

 

Possible Conclusion(s)/Outcome(s): global interdependence; what it means to be 

a global partner and citizen; students begin to form parameters on moral and ethical 

duties to one another; understanding that sometimes countries are influenced not by 

doing good per se, but by doing what is best for them (ex. trade aka their wallet) 

 

 

*Most trade information was pulled from: https://ustr.gov/countries-regions 

and: https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/highlights/toppartners.html 
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--- 

Week 2, Lesson 2-3: National Responsibility 

 

Purpose/BIG Question(s): the size of the US, population and actual land size, makes 

for difficult but not impossible planning for the entire country; we are all Americans; 

states have different cultures, climates, population sizes, needs, and leadership, so what 

responsibilities do we have as American citizens, specifically as individual states, to one 

another?  

 

 

Procedure (2 parts/2 lessons): 

-Begin with the following: 

“According to the USDA, in 2018, the top 10 agricultrual producing states were: 

California, Iowa, Texas, Nebraska, Minnesota, Illinois, Kansas, North Carolina, 

Wisconsin, and Indiana.”  

→ states were listed in order, so California is #1, Indiana is #10 

-Bring out a map and mark each state. 

-Have students discuss what obligations these states have, as the largest producers of 

our food.  

 

-Possible questions: 

● Since these states are the largest producers of food for the entire country, do they 

have an added responsibility in pandemics to make sure their workers, their 

states, stay healthy? 

● Since these states are the largest producers of food for the entire country, do the 

states that border them have an added responsibility to follow them or listen to 

their guidance--after all, when people travel or move they often daytrip or move 

to one state over. 

● Since these states are the largest producers of food for the entire country, are they 

at an advantage during a pandemic--should they utilize that advantage (keep 

more of their food)? 

● What happens to our country if our ability to ship and transport food is 

compromised? What responsibility would these states have to make sure 

everyone is fed--or is it up to every state to now feed themselves? 
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--- 

(2nd part/lesson--same purpose) 

 

-Mark a US map with each of the following states: Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, 

South Dakota, Wisconsin 

● This region is known as the Upper Midwest. Note that Minnesota is surrounded 

by the other states listed. 

 

-Review the following timeline: 

● Wisconsin issued a statewide stay-at-home order March 25, 2020. 

● Minnesota issued a statewide stay-at-home order March 27, 2020. 

● As of April 6, 2020 North Dakota, South Dakota, and Iowa had no stay-at-home 

order. 

 

-Display the following graph: 
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-Discuss the graph and timeline.  

 

-Possible questions: 

● Minnesota is surrounded by states with much higher rates of cases, is that 

dangerous for Minnesota? Should Minnesota shut down its borders? 

● Minnesota is not seeing the same spike in cases, should it offer assistance to its 

neighbors? 

● Iowa, North Dakota, and South Dakota have not issued a stay-at-home order, 

should they? What do you think those state residents would say v. what 

Minnesotans might say? 

● Minnesota and Wisconsin issued stay-at-home orders at about the same time, but 

they are seeing different results. They are in the same region and their population 

size is about the same (~6 million), so what might explain the discrepancy in 

confirmed case rate? 
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Possible Conclusion(s)/Outcome(s): what it means to be a citizen--an American, a 

state citizen, a regional citizen; students continue to form parameters on moral and 

ethical duties to one another; students begin to form conceptual framework and 

understanding on state interdependence 

 

 

 

*USDA Top 10: https://www.ers.usda.gov/faqs/#Q1 

*State COVID-19 tracker: https://www.multistate.us/pages/covid-19-policy-tracker 

*Graph: MPR News 
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--- 

Week 2, Lesson 4-5: Personal Responsibility 

 

Purpose/BIG Question: ultimately we control our own actions; however, our actions 

are also dependent on our circumstances; similarly, we are not alone in any situation; 

given all of this: what responsibility do we have (truly) and can we commit to (truly), to 

ourselves and our immediate community?  

 

 

Procedure (2 parts/ 2 lessons): 

-Review the following timeline: 

● January 30, 2020 WHO declares a global public health emergency. 

● March 8, 2020 the entire country of Italy goes into lockdown (60 million people). 

● March 11, 2020 WHO declares COVID-19 a pandemic. 

● March 13, 2020 the US declares a national state of emergency. 

● March 14, 2020 US COVID-19 confirmed cases are a little less than 3000. 

● March 15, 2020 the CDC advised against gatherings of 50 or more people. 

● March 16, 2020 national guidelines are adjusted, gatherings are limited to 10. 

 

 

-Read the following article: Hundreds of UT-Austin Students Went to Cabo San Lucas 

for Spring Break. Nearly 50 Have Coronavirus: 

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/04/03/49-ut-austin-cabo-san-lucas-spring-breake

rs-tests-positive-coronavirus/ 

● Make sure to the note the following and compare to aforementioned timeline: 

○ Article publication date: April 3, 2020 

○ Students went to Mexico: March 14-19, 2020 

○ Last line: “The university had already extended spring break and begun 

moving all classes online to prevent the spread of the virus before the 

students left for Mexico.” 

 

-Review timeline of important global, and national, events and guidelines, and the 

timeline of this trip. 

 

-Define personal responsibility (one definition: to choose, instigate, or otherwise cause 

one’s own actions). 

-Have students determine alone, on paper, yes or no: were these students engaging in 

personal responsibility? 
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-Define moral responsibility (one definition: a call to action, where the opposite 

(inaction) would result in a moral failure) 

-Have students determine alone, on paper, yes or no: were these students engaging in 

moral responsibility? 

 

-Open the floor for debate & discussion: 

● Yes, these students embodied personal responsibility. 

○ How? 

● No, these students did not embody personal responsibility. 

○ How? 

○ Why? 

○ What, if any, consequences should be made for these people or people like 

them? 

● Yes, these students were morally responsible. 

○ How? 

○ Why? 

● No, these students were not morally responsible. 

○ How? 

○ Why? 

 

 

*Note on debate: the business’ responsibility to go ahead with the trip or to cancel the 

trip is not the question at-hand, we are focused solely on individual obligations; 

business responsibility will be discussed at length in the future 
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-- 

(2nd part/lesson--same purpose) 

 

-Set the stage for the assignment: 

● Everyone lives in the same state, in the same region, within a 90 minute drive of 

each other. 

● However, not everyone lives in the same set of circumstances. 

● Task: determine if the people in your scenario can adhere to the following 

guidelines, guidelines that are deemed the most personally responsible behaviors 

during a pandemic: 

○ Wash hands regularly, for 20 seconds, with soap and water 

○ Wear a face mask 

○ Work from home 

○ Attend online classes 

○ Keep kids at home 

○ Not visit family or friends 

○ Make only essential trips -- food, gas, work 

○ Self-quarantine/self-isolate after travel or suspected exposure to 

COVID-19 

○ Go to drive-up testing (30 minute drive for everyone) when 

sick/symptomatic 

○ Remain 6 ft. apart from strangers 

 

-Distribute the following scenario cards: 

 

Dillion: shares 

custody of 2 

children; works at 

the grocery store; 

takes public 

transportation/no 

car; lives with a 

roommate in a 3 

bedroom townhouse 

Zainab: works as a 

nurse at the local 

hospital; lives in a 

4-bedroom house; 

owns a car; sister is 

chronically ill and 

she visits her on the 

other side of town 4x 

a week to help her 

with illness and 

regular needs 

Darryl: a teenager; 

works at Carl's Jr; 

lives with mom, dad, 

and two siblings in a 

3 bedroom 

townhouse; does not 

drive or own a car; 

takes bus to work 

Laura: in a nursing 

home; only family is 

two states away; not 

allowed to drive; in 

the early stages of 

dementia 
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Michelle: college 

student living in a 

dorm; dorms are 

closing and she has 

family on the other 

side of the country 

Mateo: diagnosed 

with autism; 

susceptible to 

meltdowns and 

tantrums when 

routine is broken; 

cannot handle loud 

noises; cannot wear 

hats or scarves as 

they cause severe 

reactions 

Erin: millionaire; 

owns property in 

several states 

including a cabin in 

Montana--currently 

looking at going to 

her cabin for awhile; 

doesn't like face 

masks; in a 

relationship, partner 

lives in another state 

and would like to 

visit 

Jose: doctor; takes 

care of elderly 

mother, has a nurse 

employed to help 

him take care of her; 

married; lives in a 

5-bedroom home; 

owns a car 

Jeff: billionaire; has 

a housekeeping staff, 

landscaper, chef, 

nanny, dogwalker, 

yoga teacher, 

personal stylist, 

personal assistant 

Rosemary: computer 

programmer; lives 

with 2 cats in a 

1-bedroom 

apartment; owns a 

car 

George: disabled; 

depends on a nurse 

and family for basic 

needs 

Kristin: on a 

roadtrip with a 

friend--1,000 miles 

away from home 

Angela: foster child; 

has been in the foster 

care system for 8 

years 

Naz: lives with 

girlfriend in a 

1-bedroom 

apartment; owns a 

car; deaf; uses sign 

language 

Jessica: pregnant 

with twins; lives 

with extended family 

(7 total in a 

5-bedroom house); 

on bedrest 

Damon: tourist from 

another country; 

speaks English but 

not well; first trip to 

the US; his home 

country has not 

implemented any 

travel restrictions 

and neither has the 

US at this time 

 

Possible Conclusion(s)/Outcome(s): every guideline is subject to choice as well 

circumstance; some people make poor choices; some people are in better positions to 

adhere to orders, to make better choices than others; circumstances are not excuses but 

they can be impediments; students continue to form parameters on moral and ethical 

duties to one another 
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*stand alone cards for cutting and distribution: 

Dillion: shares custody 

of 2 children; works at 

the grocery store; takes 

public 

transportation/no car; 

lives with a roommate 

in a 3 bedroom 

townhouse 

Zainab: works as a 

nurse at the local 

hospital; lives in a 

4-bedroom house; 

owns a car; sister is 

chronically ill and she 

visits her on the other 

side of town 4x a week 

to help her with illness 

and regular needs 

Darryl: a teenager; 

works at Carl's Jr; 

lives with mom, dad, 

and two siblings in a 3 

bedroom townhouse; 

does not drive or own 

a car; takes bus to 

work 

Laura: in a nursing 

home; only family is 

two states away; not 

allowed to drive; in the 

early stages of 

dementia 

Michelle: college 

student living in a 

dorm; dorms are 

closing and she has 

family on the other 

side of the country 

Mateo: diagnosed with 

autism; susceptible to 

meltdowns and 

tantrums when 

routine is broken; 

cannot handle loud 

noises; cannot wear 

hats or scarves as they 

cause severe reactions 

Erin: millionaire; 

owns property in 

several states 

including a cabin in 

Montana--currently 

looking at going to her 

cabin for awhile; 

doesn't like face 

masks; in a 

relationship, partner 

lives in another state 

and would like to visit 

Jose: doctor; takes 

care of elderly mother, 

has a nurse employed 

to help him take care 

of her; married; lives 

in a 5-bedroom home; 

owns a car 

Jeff: billionaire; has a 

housekeeping staff, 

landscaper, chef, 

nanny, dogwalker, 

yoga teacher, personal 

stylist, personal 

assistant 

Rosemary: computer 

programmer; lives 

with 2 cats in a 

1-bedroom apartment; 

owns a car 

George: disabled; 

depends on a nurse 

and family for basic 

needs 

Kristin: on a roadtrip 

with a friend--1,000 

miles away from home 

Angela: foster child; 

has been in the foster 

care system for 8 years 

Naz: lives with 

girlfriend in a 

1-bedroom apartment; 

owns a car; deaf; uses 

sign language 

Jessica: pregnant with 

twins; lives with 

extended family (7 

total in a 5-bedroom 

house); on bedrest 

Damon: tourist from 

another country; 

speaks English but not 

well; first trip to the 

US; his home country 

has not implemented 

any travel restrictions 

and neither has the US 

at this time 
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Purchase: 

Times are tough and developing quality lesson plans is an arduous task; therefore, I am 

not selling this item. 

 

If you feel inspired, thankful, or want to contribute please direct donations to my PayPal 

account: covid19curriculum@gmail.com 

 

Positive reviews and astute commentary are highly appreciated as well. 

 

Insightful feedback can be directed to covid19curriculum@gmail.com though I cannot 

promise I will be able to write back or make adjustments--remember this is not a 

product set in stone, it is not a product that can be done, as is, in every learning 

situation across the US. This product is meant as a suggested set of plans; it’s a guide 

not a script. 

 

Thank you for reading and I hope this helps! 
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